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37th Annual Santa Claus Parade

County Legions

by Niki Luymes Chamber of Commerce Santa parking lotby the Skate Park on Carols' so every float could pick
Fowtir Claus Parade on December 1. 6th Ave. a song and decorate to that," said
Remembrance Adults and children from The parade began at 6pm  This year there was over 60 Kathy Arndt, Manager at the
Or Edson and the surrounding area starting at the Parkland floats including various fire Chamber.

gathered to watch the 37th Composite High School trucksand RCMPcars."Weleft  This flexible theme allowed

Annual Edson and District parking lot and ending at the the theme open as 'Christmas .
continued page 2
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Town considers
extreme cold
weather

trailer after
closure of
Shelter Pods...

see page 4

COMMENT

Enjoy the
holiday
season
safely...

Santa rode atop a vintage fire truck during the 37th Annual Edson and District Chamber of Commerce Santa Claus Parade on
see page 6 December 1. photo Niki Luymes
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37th Annual Santa Claus Parade

continued from front

the floats to have fun with their
decorations. From 'Away in a Manger'
to 'Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer'
the variety was ajoy to see. Some floats
were built up on massive trucks and
some were wagons with people on
foot. Santa himself rode atop a vintage
fire truck in the final float signaling the
end of the procession.

There were six different categories of
awards for the floats. "Our float
winners for this year really outdid
themselves. It was a tough job for the
judges as we had many outstanding
floats this year! A big thank you our
judges Bogusha Pomerenke -Chamber
Treasurer and Greg Pasychny -Town
Councillor," added Arndt.

The Best Youth float went to the 4-H

Clubs. The Most Original went to
Country Boyz Oilfield Services Ltd.
The Most Colourful to went to
Surepoint. The Top Commercial float
went to Brian Janish ENT. The Top
Retail went to the Popped Cork. And
finally the Best Non-Profit went to the
Edson Food Bank.

This year the weather cooperated so
that crowds of people could venture out
and enjoy the event. "I think the
weather played a really big part in it.
And then the community, after what
we've got through this year with
wildfire evacuations and floods. I think
the community just really wanted to get
together and have some fun; some
good old family fun," said Ardnt.

The Edson Food Bank won the award for Best Non-Profit float at the Chamber's Santa
Claus Parade on December 1. Photo Niki Luymes

The award for Most Original Float went to Country Boyz Oilfield Services Ltd for their

Santa's Diner float. photo Niki Luymes

The Popped Cork with their massive tractor-pulled float won Top Retail Float during the
Chamber's Santa Claus Parade on December 1. photo Niki Luymes

BRISC O

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.
"Preserving our forests for the future"

Wildfire Update

Conditions are
currently right for a
wildfire and the risk could
be present year-round
depending on weather
conditions and snow
levels.

Above seasonal
temperatures and the lack
of precipitation for the past
month have driven our fire
danger to MODERATE in
the forestarea.

This means that a fire
can easily ignite where
there is exposed dead or
dry vegetation since
there's no snow cover to
prevent the spread. It
would also have the
potential to climb into the
trees.

If you see smoke or flame
in the forest, report it to
310-FIRE.

The Yellowhead County Fire Department's colourful fire truck float led the procession
atthe 37th Annual Edson Chamber Santa Claus Parade. photo NikiLuymes

Serving Edson, Hinton, Jasper, Grande Cache,Whitecourt and the surrounding areas

[Foothills Memorial Chapell
amnd Crematorimm

Traditional Funeral Services,
Graveside Services,
Cemetery Monuments,
Prearrangement Plans
and Cremation Options with a
Crematorium on Site in Edson.

Edson Funeral Home; Foothills Memorial Chapel and Crematorium
are a caring Division of the Caring Group Corp.
*A member of the Alberta Funeral Association; Funeral Service Association of Canada

Ph: 780.723.3575 Toll Free: 800.238.3462

www.foothillsmemorialchapel.com

5040—6 Ave., Edson, AB T7E 1T8 (P.O. Box 6358) - Fax:780.723.2021
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Town considers exireme cold weather trailer after closure of Shelter Pods

by Niki Luymes

During the Town of Edson
Council meeting on December 5,
Council discussed the
implementation of an emergency
cold shelter for Edson's unhoused
population. The proposed plan is
called the Extreme Cold Weather
Emergency Cover Protocol.

This new plan has been put
forward since the closure of the
Shelter Pods at the Edson and
District Recycling Centre (EDRS).

The five Shelter Pods opened at
the site in 2021. This was a two year
pilot program that the Edson
Friendship Centre Housing Plus+
Program had collaborated with the
EDRS to develop. There was also
significant collaboration with
Reflections Edson, Alberta Health
Services, the Town of Edson, and
local RCMP.

EDRS stated online that they
were, "saddened to hear of the recent
passing of two young people who
were patrons of the Shelter Pods".
The EDRS added, "At this time, the
development permit to operate at our
facility has lapsed, without which,
the Board cannot allow operation of
the pods. As always, the health and
safety of our employees and the
public using the Recycling Depot
facilities is our primary focus."

This closure has left the vulnerable
population in the Edson area with no
overnight extreme cold weather
option. Although programs and
warm spaces are provided by various
social support agencies during the
day, there are currently no facilities
available for unhoused individuals to
escape extreme temperatures at
night.

The proposed protocol states that a
heated trailer will act as a warming
location for those in need of a place
to escape the elements. There will be
access to a secure bathroom located
on-site with an external entry. It will
provide rudimentary cover when
temperatures are forecast to drop
below -25°C (including wind chill)
and is assigned no other purpose
(lodging etc). This unit will be in
place through the winter months as
an emergency measure until a
suitable alternative is available.

While Council has not decided yet
on a location or hours of operation
for the trailer, Griffith Park was
proposed. Council is also deciding
on what form of supervision onsite
will be needed.

"I just want to add some clarity to
this," said Doug Wagstaff, General
Manager, Community and Protective
Services. "Just what this is not. It's
not an operation of the pods, or
anything similar to the pods that
were previously operated here in the
Town of Edson. It's not a homeless
shelter, it's not lodging. It is not
normal operations. What we are
proposing is a temporary pop-up that
would be totally portable. Not a
permanent solution, and one that
could be easily mobilized, easily
deconstructed, and it would not be
open unless the protocol with -25°C,
including the windchill, has
triggered it. It will remain closed at

all other times."

The projected two month
operating cost for the proposed
emergency cold shelter is $30,000.

Administration exhausted several
possibilities and recognized that
there is not a perfect solution at this
time. Until a suitable alternative has
been provided by external agencies,
the Town will likely require an
emergency response be implemented
in the event of extreme cold weather.

Councillor Greg Pasychny began
the discussion by asking about a
previous cold shelter trailer at the
Edson Airport that was used before
the Shelter Pods were implemented.
"What was the usage at that time?
How many people do we understand
used it? Do we have numbers on
that?"

Wagstaff replied, "I've been told it
was low use". He stated that there
had been no hard data collected,
only anecdotal information.
Councillor Krystal Baier agreed with
that assessment, stating, "It was low.
It was really out of the way from
where they would normally have
their services, putting them in a
vulnerable situation as well."

Councillor Peter Taylor said, "The
primary goal when I look at this is
no one gets hurt, no one dies. That
must be the primary goal when
looking at this. I don't care who you
are in our community, you're valued.
I hear some pretty vicious stuff,
maybe from some residents online,
that vulnerable individuals that are
unhoused, have a different value.
And that's incorrect. I'm sorry, but I
don't share that value. The secondary
goal of this is safety. Whether you
are housed, or unhoused, whether
that safety is real or perceived. So
we need to create this so that both
those goals are met."

Taylor and several other council
members indicated that the proposed
location of Griffith Park was an
issue for them, with it being so close
to a school. The consideration of
Griffiths Park as a location has been
removed and Administration will
seek alternative locations for
Council to decide.

During the discussions, there were
also concerns raised about staffing
the shelter. Town of Edson staff are
not trained or equipped to handle
situations that may arise at an
emergency cold shelter, and
professional services may be needed.

Councillor Ed Moore asked about
the size of the proposed emergency
shelter. "What would be the capacity
of this trailer? Do we know how
many people it can hold at any one
time?"

"We would still need to received a
fire code piece on it, but we're
estimating about 20 individuals.
Because it's not a lodging facility,
it's not a sleeping facility. It is, for
lack of any other description, a large
bus shelter. It is a trailer that will be
kept at a temperature that will
sustain life so that they won't freeze
in the cold," answered Wagstaff.

Councillor Baier stated that there
is another group looking to step up
to operate the shelter, but they are
currently unable to due to funding

issues. However, a grant from the
province may be available.

Councillors Taylor and Greg
Pasychny both suggested
Administration could look at
utilizing the Shelter Pods only as an
Emergency Cold Shelter when
temperatures fell below -25, as the
infrastructure was already in place.
"The reason why the Shelter Pods
closed is because the Recycling
Society did not renew that
agreement. So, for us to probably
open in that location, we would need

an agreement with them. It wasn't
the town that closed them, it was the
Recycle Society's agreement that
ended that," said Taylor.

At the end of the discussion it was
decided to postpone further
decisions for a Special Meeting that
will be held on December 12, 2023
at 8pm. This will give
Administration a chance to gather
more information.

(with files from Dana McArthur)

Reflections Chair offers clarifications
regarding Shelter Pods

by Dana McArthur

The Weekly Anchor asked for
clarification from Reflections
regarding the Shelter Pods. Debbie
Bezaire, Chairperson for Reflections,
responded, "The EDRS has a long-
term lease agreement with the Town
of Edson for the area where the pods
were to be built. As a result, the
EDRS needed to apply for a
development permit (change of use)
and building permit. This was a long
process since a project such as the
planned Pod facility had never been
developed in Alberta."

"A two-year development permit
and building permit were issued.
Construction started in January 2021.
The pods officially opened in June
2021. The pods were open 7 days per
week, 365 days per year from day
one —this has never changed. The
Pods were designed as a permanent
shelter not a cold weather shelter,"
Bezaire added.

"In December 2021 the question
came up as to who was covering the
liability insurance for the project. It
was discovered that the EDRS had
building coverage for the project, the
Friendship Center had coverage for
the volunteers, but no one had
liability coverage. The EDRS
decided to close the pods until
someone stepped forward to cover
the liability insurance. The EDRS
approached the friendship center.
They replied with an emphatic "no".
Reflections knew how crucial this
project was for their clients and
agreed to take over the operations of
the pods and acquired liability
insurance. A usage agreement
between the Town and EDRS plus an
agreement between the EDRS and
Reflections was developed and
signed," Bezaire said.

"From this point on paid staff made
sure clients left the pods by 9am
every morning, cleaned/sanitized the
Pods, hired security staff 40 hours
per week and allocated the pods
every day. The only change
Reflections made was to how pods
were allocated. Previously, Pods were
allocated via a intercom system at
8pm every night, first come first
served. Upon input from the EDRS
this was changed. Pod users started to
line up at the Depot as early as 3pm,
this was disruptive to the residents
using the depot. Therefore,
Reflections allocated the Pods at
5:30pm every day at their office and

allowed Pod users to go to the Pods
at 6:00pm. This was a very good
adjustment for all involved," said
Bezaire.

"The summer of 2023 was a very
difficult summer for the homeless
population. There were several
overdoses and near incidents in the
Town and County as a whole. In
fact, there were two such deaths that
occurred at the Pods. These deaths
could have happened anywhere in
the community. A number did occur
in other areas of the Town," Bezaire
said.

“The EDRS, Reflections, and the
Town of Edson Administration had a
meeting in early September. The
Town informed the group that in fact
the development (change of use)
permit was for only a two-year
period ending in December 2022.
This was a shock to the both the
EDRS and Reflections. The Pods
could not be legally open without
that permit," Bezaire stated.

"The EDRS could have applied,
but there was little chance it would
be successful. As a result, the EDRS
board decided to cancel the current
operating agreement they had with
Reflections for the Pods," said
Bezaire.

"Public and safety concerns were
an ongoing concern for Reflections.
The operation of the pods was
constantly being monitored and
improving. Additional cameras,
monitoring, and security systems
had been added. Some simple
operational protocols were also
being considered," Bezaire said.

"The Pod program was never
designed to be the perfect, end-all
solution for homelessness in Edson
and Yellowhead County. It was
created to be only one small piece of
the puzzle. Reflections recognized
that the Pods were only an
emergency, short term solution.
There were even some clients that
couldn't meet the low standard for
staying at the Pods. There needed to
be a MAT [Medication-Assisted
Treatment] program with a higher
level of supervision, a transitional
housing option, and more of a
permanent housing. Currently there
is no rental or transitional options
for the homeless in our community.
It [Pod Shelter] was designed to
provide a warm, dry, secure option
for those that need a place to stay,"
Bezaire concluded.
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9-8-8 number for mental health and

suicide prevention

A new three-digit number, 9-8-8,

has been implemented across

Canada, for mental health and

suicide prevention services. You

will be able to call or text 9-8-8 from

anywhere in Canada for free and

will be directed to the appropriate

mental health crisis or suicide

prevention service in your area.

In the face of increased demand for crisis services, 9-8-8 will provide:

- Anumber that's easy to remember in a crisis situation.

- Support in English and in French, by phone and text.

- Quick access to support from trained responders, available 24/7/365.

- High quality, evidence-based, equitable suicide prevention and crisis support for everyone in
Canada.

Who is behind 9-8-8?

In 2021, the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) began a
public consultation to determine if Canada should have a three-digit service for suicide
prevention. In 2022, they issued their decision, adopting 9-8-8 as the number. This is the same
number already in use in the United States.

The number went into service on November 30th, 2023.

—38

EdSon REQUEST FOR TENDER

TR-2024-001 Petroleum Products

Interested parties should view the bid documents at www.edson.ca/tenders
and/or www.purchasingconnection.ca.

Closing Date/Time — Thursday December 14,2023 at 2:00pm (Alberta Time)
Email Submissions attention to: Ryan O'Sullivan

Email: ryano@edson.ca

TR-2024-002 Material Supplier

Interested parties should view the bid documents at www.edson.ca/tenders
and/or www.purchasingconnection.ca

Closing Date/Time — Thursday December 14, 2023 at 2:00pm (Alberta Time)
Email Submissions attention to: Ryan O'Sullivan

Email: ryano@edson.ca

www.edson.ca
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Enjoy the holiday

Support the local businesses that keep your
community and its newspaper thriving.

season safely

The Alberta F n do not drive. Find
rom the :
RCMP asks Publisher’s Desk | safe ride home,
motorists to Dana MeArthur or a safe place to
remember the Member Canadian Association of Journalists Spend the nlght.

following:

Driving while impaired by
alcohol or drugs is never okay.
Impaired driving is both criminal
and dangerous.

Mandatory Alcohol Screening is
used by Alberta RCMP to deter
and detect impaired drivers. If
you are pulled over or at a check
stop, you can expect to provide a
breath sample.

Individuals with a Graduated
Driver’s Licence must abide by
the zero-tolerance law
(Government of Alberta, 2023).

Impaired driving is always
preventable and can always be
avoided. Call a taxi or rideshare
service, use a designated driver,
or stay the night.

If you are attending a party and
have consumed drugs or alcohol,

Party hosts aren’t
off the hook. If your guest have
been drinking or using drugs,
make sure they have a safe place
to stay, or a sober ride home.

Call 911 immediately if you
witness or suspect impaired
driving.

This December, and always,
remember to enjoy the holidays
responsibly. If you are attending
a party, make sure you have a
sober ride home, or a safe place
to spend the night.

Last year, RCMP in Alberta
responded to 233 fatal collisions,
of which approximately 25%
involved alcohol or drugs.
Alberta RCMP also removed
7,573 impaired drivers from
Alberta roadways, that’s the
equivalent of more than 20
impaired drivers per day.

Parkland Lodge Christmas Tea, Silent Auction and 50/50 had a good turnout. With
three door prizes, silent auction articles, and the visitors for the tea it kept the Auxiliary
busy. The door prizes were donated by The Town of Edson, MLA office Martin Long,
and MP office Gerald Soroka. The 50/50 draw had a total of $475 with the pot split
between the winner and the Auxiliary. Total funds raised were $ 783.50. Thanks went
to all the participants and lodge stafffor making it a success. submitted

News Media Canada ‘/ faelis
The Weekly Anchor s o] Veckiy Newspapers
Your Local . L .
Independent Newspaper Canadian Publication Mail Number - 40014221

Al claims of errors in advertisements must be
received in writing by the publisher within 5 days
after the first publication. The Anchor is responsible
to supply one ad proof upon customer request.
Ads approved by the advertiser or agent absolves the
Anchor of any liability for errors. Any other errors or
failure to print is limited to the cost of the space where
the error occurred within the ad.

The opinions expressed within this publication are not
necessarily those of the Anchor or the publisher.
Material published may not be copied or reproduced
without the expressed written permission of the
publisher.

We acknowledge the financial support
of the Government of Canada

SERVING THE TOWN OF EDSON &
YELLOWHEAD COUNTY FOR 30 YEARS

In Office Hours: 9am to Noon Mon-Fri
Telephone: (780) 723 5787
email: anchorwk@telusplanet.net

DISPLAY ADVERTISING DEADLINES: Call
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DEADLINES: Tuesday, Noon

Publisher/Editor Dana McArthur
Published by: 422247 Alberta Ltd.

5010 3rd Ave., Edson Alberta - Box 6870, T7E 1V2

December 17 at 10:30am
6350 13 Ave, Edson

Please come 0wt and join us im i special service,

Edson RCMP Occurrences

Nov 20-26, 2023: Theft calls topped the list of Edson RCMP occurrences at 10. Other
investigations included: Abandoned Vehicles 0; Alarms/False Alarms 2; Animal Calls 2;
Assault 3; Cause Disturbance 6; Fail to Comply with Conditions 1; False/Abandoned 911 Call
2; Family Orders and Agreements 0; Fraud 4, Harassment/Criminal Harassment 3; Lost or
found property; 3, Impaired Operation of Motor Vehicle 0; Information File 2; Mental Health Act
4; Mischief or Damage 6; Municipal Bylaws 1; Obstruct/Resist Peace Officer 0; Possess Stolen
Property 4; Recovered Stolen Property 0; Sudden Death 0; Suspicious persons 12; Traffic
violations 5; Traffic Complaints 10 ; Trespassing 1; Unlawfully in Dwelling 0; Wellbeing Check 1.

Nov 27-Dec 3, 2023: Theft calls topped the list of Edson RCMP occurrences at 14. Other
investigations included: Abandoned Vehicles 3; Alarms/False Alarms 2; Animal Calls 2;
Assault 2; Cause Disturbance 4; Fail to Comply with Conditions 0; False/Abandoned 911 Call
4; Family Orders and Agreements 0; Fraud 1, Harassment/Criminal Harassment 2; Lost or
found property; 4, Impaired Operation of Motor Vehicle 1; Information File 1; Mental Health Act
1; Mischief or Damage 6; Municipal Bylaws 1; Obstruct/Resist Peace Officer 0; Possess Stolen
Property 0; Recovered Stolen Property 0; Sudden Death 0; Suspicious persons 2; Traffic
violations 9;Traffic Complaints 5 ; Trespassing 3; Unlawfully in Dwelling 1; Wellbeing Check 2.

KID’S CORNER

Meet Jelani a student at
Westhaven Elementary School.

What is the silliest animal in
the world? A monkey

What is your favourite thing
about school? Math

RidisiConnertisisponsonrediby:
Sand!& Grayvel'Sales/Hauling

Zlity Wois
Stazrtng Selleen G P0x Stees (77

Qualiy Wodk
?23.518*
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Edson Hnndu Phone: 780.723.6608

227 57 Street, Edson AB Toll Free: 1.800.550.4601
www.edsonhonda.com Fax: 780.723.3932
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Phone: 780-723-4800 Toll Free 1-800-665-6030 Fax: 780-723-5066 Phone: 780-723-4800 Toll Free 1-800-665-6030 Fax: 780-723-5066
8:00 AM - 4:30 PM 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

TAX PENALTY REMINDER

Yellowhead County would like to remind landowners that any
taxes outstanding after December 31, 2023 will be subject to a 6%
penalty.

Payment Options:
« Secure drop box is available 24 hours at the Edson office only.

Chartered Bank or Credit Union

Telephone Banking

Internet banking (Your Tax Roll Number is your Account number)

Courier or Canada Post (postmarked on/or before December 31,
2023)

For more information please call 780-723-4800 Monday
to Friday 8:00 am - 4:330 pm with the exception of
December 25, 26, and 27, as the office will be closed.

_orporate Services
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Edson and Yellowhead County flood recovery
included in Provincial Disaster Recovery Program

Up to $68 million is available in disaster
recovery funding to help Edson, Whitecourt,
Yellowhead County and Woodlands County
recover from June flooding.

From June 16 to June 23, the communities of
Edson, Whitecourt, Yellowhead County and
Woodlands County experienced severe flooding
due to heavy rainfall and spring runoff. Through
the province's Disaster Recovery Program,
funding is available to help residents, businesses
and communities rebuild.

Municipalities have already applied for and
been approved for funding. Now, residents and
business owners can submit applications for
disaster financial assistance for help with
uninsurable costs incurred from flood-related
damage to homes and property.

“This past hazard season was among the worst
in Alberta's history, as a provincewide state of
emergency was declared for the first time in
Alberta's history. We know the damage from the

flooding this spring has been destructive for
these communities. Alberta's government is here
to provide support with disaster financial
assistance that will provide some relief and make
a positive difference for affected Albertans and
their families.” - Mike Ellis, Minister of Public
Safety and Emergency Services

Alberta's Disaster Recovery Program helps
communities recover from undue hardship due to
an extraordinary disaster. To be considered
extraordinary, the disaster must meet certain
criteria, such as exceeding a one-in-25-year
precipitation level in an urban area or a one-in-
100-year stream flow for watercourses. Costs are
split 90-10 between the Government of Alberta
and community and individual applicants.

“After a tumultuous spring that affected many
communities across West Yellowhead, I am
grateful that our government has provided this
funding to help communities and residents begin
to repair, rebuild and recover what was damaged

or lost.” -Martin Long, MLA for West
Yellowhead

Eligible expenses that may be covered could
include uninsurable damages to infrastructure
and public property, costs incurred during
emergency operations like reception centre
accommodation, food and transportation, and
cleanup costs including repairs and damage to
people's homes. This financial assistance will
also help communities recoup costs associated
with the response, cleanup and rebuilding efforts.
Only uninsurable costs are eligible for funding
under this disaster recovery program.

Homeowners, small business owners, tenants,
landlords, not-for-profit institutions or
agricultural operations within the Town of
Edson, Town of Whitecourt, Yellowhead County
and Woodlands County have until Feb. 26, 2024,
to submit their Disaster Recovery Program
applications.

“With this financial support, the Town of
Edson will have the ability to further address
critical storm and sanitary sewer repairs that are
needed. I'd like to thank Alberta Emergency
Management Agency staff, MLA Martin Long,
Minister Ellis and Minister Mclver for their
unwavering support throughout and following
the flooding emergency." -Kevin Zahara, mayor,
Town of Edson

KFdson Glass Lid.
To serve you better for your
HOME & AUTOMOTIVE

GLASS NEEDS

Calvin Robinson

780.712.3444

Fax: 780-723-7805
Email: edsonglass@shaw.ca

#5, 5101 3 Ave.
Box 30044
Edson, AB T7E 1Y2

LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
_______eass |

*Framing ¢Texturing
*Drywall *Blow-in
eTaping Insulation

CALL RICK MOSHER
(780) 517-0607

APPLIANCE REPAIR

ELECTRICAL/INSTRUMENTATION

Yellowhead
Appliance Repair

- Washer - Dryer
- Fridge - Dishwasher
- Stove / Oven

Edson - Hinton - Whitecourt and Area

Neil Rogers 780-725-0056

Weekl_y Anchor

Keith Ahlefeldt
Branch Manager

Incustrial, Commaerdall, Residentdal
Cell:l78057122553
Eax?
Edsont§AB mwplRd[534)

Email:Jkeitha@connectenergyservices’com

ELEGTRICALYINSTRUMENTATIONISERVICGES)

SHOP LOCAL AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
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**No Points awarded or
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A Monthly update on the Oil & Gas and Energy Industry

Alberta hits methane reduction target three years early

Alberta has now reduced methane
emissions from the oil and gas sector
by 45 per cent since 2014.

Alberta was the first province in Canada to set a
methane emissions target for the oil and gas sector,
committing to reducing these emissions by 45 per
cent from 2014 levels by 2025. The province's
methane reduction approach has won international
awards and recognition.

According to the latest methane report from the
Alberta Energy Regulator, Alberta officially
achieved its target as of 2022 — three years ahead
of schedule. This milestone was accomplished
through collaboration with industry and a province-
led approach that has proven more effective and
cheaper than earlier proposed federal methane
regulations that would have otherwise been applied
in Alberta.

“In Alberta, we are transitioning away from
emissions and not away from oil and gas. We have
proven we have the technology, the innovation, and
the determination to achieve significant emissions
reduction and we will not stop here. Alberta has a
strong story to tell on environmental challenges
and we will continue to share it.” - Daniclle Smith,
Premier

Under Alberta's equivalency agreement with the
Government of Canada on methane emissions, the
province is in charge of regulating methane
emissions. Without the agreement, both provincial
and federal regulations would apply, increasing red
tape and imposing additional costs onto Alberta's
energy sector.

Alberta hit its methane reduction target early by
working closely with industry, including early
action programs like carbon offsets,
implementation of strong provincial regulatory
requirements in place for all facilities, and
improved leak detection and repair. This approach
was estimated to have saved industry
approximately $600 million compared to the

federal approach, while still accelerating emissions
reduction.

“We have hit our methane emissions reduction
target three years early thanks to a common-sense,
made-in-Alberta approach. Managing emissions
from our oil and gas industry is our job, not
Ottawa's — and we are getting the job done.” -
Rebecca Schulz, Minister of Environment and
Protected Areas

Since 2020, Alberta has invested $57 million
from the Technology Innovation and Emissions
Reduction fund for methane emissions programs
that help the oil and gas industry improve
monitoring and management, including:

- $25 million for the Methane Technology
Implementation Program that offered a rebate to
companies for purchasing emissions reduction
equipment.

- $17 million for the Alberta Methane Emissions
Program to support investigating and testing
alternative approaches to detect and quantify
fugitive and vented emissions.

- $15 million for the Baseline and Reduction
Opportunity Assessment Program to support small
and medium oil and gas operators conduct detailed
assessments of methane reduction opportunities
and fugitive emissions.

This momentum will continue through Alberta's
Emissions Reduction and Energy Development
Plan. Moving forward, Alberta will advance new
approaches to enhanced regulations, market-based
incentives and programs to further reduce methane
emissions to help reach carbon neutral by 2050
and protect Alberta's oil and gas sector from
intrusive federal methane regulations.

“The Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers is pleased with today's announcement
that the province's methane reduction target from
oil and natural gas operations has been met ahead
of schedule. Alberta's approach with effective
regulations, offset programs, and research support
contributed to accelerating methane emissions

reductions. Over the past decade, our industry has
reduced methane emissions while growing
production and is also on track to surpass the
current federal target of a 40 to 45 percent
reduction by 2025. We are investing significant
resources into research and will continue to work
with the provincial government on additional
emissions reduction opportunities.” - Lisa Baiton,
President and Chief Executive Officer, Canadian
Association of Petroleum Producers

The Alberta Energy Regulator ensures the safe,
efficient, orderly, and environmentally responsible
development of oil, oil sands, natural gas, coal
resources, geothermal, and brine-hosted mineral
resources in Alberta. This includes allocating and
conserving water resources, managing public
lands, and protecting the environment while
providing economic benefits for all Albertans.
Alberta's government and the regulator continue to
ensure methane emissions monitoring meets
regulatory requirements and are both committed to
transparent reporting of results.

There are a number of international efforts to
support improvements to methane emissions
measurement, monitoring and reporting. As
Alberta participates in the upcoming 28th United
Nations Conference of the Parties in Dubai,
connections will be made with other leading
jurisdictions and international groups to share
knowledge and expertise that will support
continuous improvement in methane emissions
data quality in Alberta, and around the world.

Quick facts

Alberta was the first oil and gas producing
jurisdiction to put requirements on emissions from
flaring, starting in the early 1990s.

Alberta's approach to reducing methane
emissions from flaring, venting and fugitives is an
international best practice used by other
jurisdictions, and has won national and
international awards.

Industry supporters of responsible energy
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A Monthly Update on the Coal Industry

Countries choose coal for diverse reasons

Coal’s enduring presence
acknowledges countries’ autonomy
in selecting energy sources that
meet their specific needs,
complementing renewables during
intermittent periods and serving as
a crucial factor for coal-dependent
nations to ensure energy security,
affordability, and reliability.

Countries now face the reality that no silver
bullet exists to solve their energy challenges.
The global energy crisis of 2021-23
underscored the resilience of coal as a power
generation source, mitigating severe
consequences that could have escalated without
coal as a backup.

The closure of European industrial operations
and the risk of populations suffering through
unaffordable energy costs or no energy at all
exemplifies the crucial role of coal.

In many non-OECD Asian nations, coal is the

most cost-effective and reliable electricity source,
enabling economic growth. Moreover, coal’s
contribution to energy security, affordability, and
reliability (the energy trilemma) benefits the
energy economy, providing essential backup to
renewables and supporting high-value
manufacturing jobs, research and development,
and job security within the coal value chain,
particularly in mining operations.

Coal, a fossil fuel, originates from plant remains
that date back millions of years. Over these vast
periods, layers of plant debris were subjected to
intense heat and pressure, triggering a
transformation process. This process involved the
consolidation and compression of plant matter
between other rock layers, known as strata.

These conditions, over time, metamorphosed the
plant matter into a dense, carbon-rich substance we
now identify as coal. The creation of coal seams,
essentially layers or bands of coal embedded
within other rock strata, is a result of this
prolonged geological process. This process is
referred to as ‘coalification’, and the rank and
quality of coal are determined based on the degree
of metamorphosis it undergoes.

The energy we extract from coal today is stored
solar energy from millions of years ago. During
their lifespan, plants absorb sunlight through
photosynthesis, converting it into chemical energy.
This energy was then stored in the plant matter,
eventually transforming into coal. Hence, when we

burn coal, we harness and utilise this ancient
solar energy.

Coal abatement technologies capture
up to 99%

The existing coal abatement technologies are a
range of efficient technologies that support
power and heat utilities, while end-of-pipe or in-
boiler emission control systems can capture up
to 99% of emissions. These include high-
efficiency and low emissions (HELE) plants
such as Ultra-supercritical (USC), Combined
Heat and Power (CHP), electricity production
from coal gasification (Integrated Gasification
in Combined Cycle (IGCC)), and co-firing coal
with biomass. To achieve these high rates of
emission control, sulphur dioxides (SOx),
nitrogen oxides (NOx), and particulate matter
(PM) can all be captured, and the waste by-
products reused in industry and construction.
Even other emissions, such as heavy metals, can
be captured.

~futurecoal.org

Sponsored by The Weekly Anchor and
industry supporters of responsible energy

GERI NG GRAVEL SALES

CRUSHED GRAVEL - PIT RUN - WASHED ROCK -
PEA GRAVEL - SAND - LOADERS - GRADERS

CONTRAGT TRUGKING
723-2443 3024 - 1st Ave., Edson T7E N9
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Edson & District Public Library Grateful For Donation Of Temporary Space

Thanks to the generosity of Cenovus Energy, the
Edson & District Public Library has a temporary
home while renovations are being completed on the

library.

“With this generous in-kind donation by
Cenovus, we are able to continue to serve the
people in our community,” said Robin Corser,
Library Board Chair. “Our library is the second
most-used facility in town, but without Cenovus'
generosity, the renovation would have prevented us
from offering accessible services to our patrons.”

The temporary library space is located at 5016-
4th Avenue. It is open Monday-Friday from 10am-
6pm, and Saturday from 12noon-5pm.

The library moved a carefully curated collection
to the donated office space in September. The new
location provides space for public-access
computers, a limited on-site collection, and library

staff.

“If the book or video game you're looking for

Chavtauqua begins its 41st Season

Chautauqua Edson Arts
Council brings quality,
unique acts to the Hatlen
Theatre at the Red Brick
Arts Centre and
Museum. Five-show

season packages are
currently available
through ticketpro.ca; a
few seats for individual
performances will open
up on Wednesday, Dec.

isn't on location, library members can still order
materials for pick up,” said Robin. “Our library
staff can show people how to use TRAC (material
ordering software) to access the full range of

resources we offer.”

Library renovations are well underway. A new
fundraising campaign has been launched to
appropriately furnish the new spaces including an
enlarged children's area, dedicated teen zone and

quiet room.

“The capital budget did not include furnishings,
such as chairs and tables,” said Robin. “We are
appealing to companies and individuals to help us
outfit the new library spaces.”

The Library Board is seeking a total of $250,000
to buy chairs, couches, tables, shelving, and other
furniture needed for their new and renovated
spaces. Donors are asked to contact the library if
they wish to contribute to the library's campaign.

The renovated library is set to open in June 2024.

13.

The season opens on
Saturday, Jan. 13 with a
singer/songwriter
double-bill featuring
Amy Bishop and

Santa stops in at Galloway Station

Families gathered for pictures with Santa at the Galloway Staion on December 2.

Niki Luymes

The Galloway Station Museum, Gift
Shop, and Archives welcomed the
people of Edson and area to a
Christmas tradition with the annual
'Santa at the Galloway' event.

From 1pm to 4pm on December 2,
Santa visited the museum to take
photos and take Christmas season
requests. There were also treats and
prizes offered alongside the jolly old
elf, making the day into the perfect way
to kick off December.

People could drop in anytime during
the event. After lining up they would
make their way towards Santa.
Galloway staff have some activities set
up that people could enjoy while
waiting their turn. This included
cookies, a photo booth, and a spin-to-
win game. Afterwards, there were gifts
bags and a mystery craft for kids to take
home and enjoy.

Each family was given a bit of time to
converse with St. Nick, then have their

photo taken by professional photogra-
pher Michelle Buckwald. This year
there was around 14,000 photos taken
throughout the event. "We had, we
figure, around 230 kids including
babies," said Shari McDowell
Manager at the Galloway. This year
there were moments when the lineup
went out the door. Every person in
attendance did get their chance with
Santa, and enjoyed the treats along the
way.

This is the 11th year that the event
has taken place. It is always on the first
Saturday of December and always
completely free of charge.

This year staff added an extra hour so
that more families could enjoy the
event. "The Historical Society likes to
give something back at the end of the
year," said McDowell. "It's always a
fun day. Very Christmassy. And we do
it this early so that people can, if they
want to, use the photos in their cards
during the holidays."

ZENON. Monday, Jan.
29 is Jake Vaadeland &
The Sturgeon River
Boys with their unique
blend of retro-bluegrass
and rockabilly. Canadian
folk heroine Cara Luft
and friends come to town
on Saturday, Feb. 24.

The Mbira Renaissance
Band bring their mbira- Who was takenﬁom
inspired, Afro-fusion us too soon,
music on Saturday, Mar.

9. on Decem’oer 13, 2022

In loving Memory

of my brother,

Murray
Sparks

And the season closes
on Saturday, April. 13
with Gord’s Gold: a
tribute to Gordon
Lightfoot by an all-star
band of Edmonton
musicians. Please check
edsonarts.com for more
information.

Always in my thoughts,
forever in my heart...

~ Donna ~

~ Obituary ~

Erma Kuzyk

The family sadly announces the
passing of Erma Kuzyk on November 26,
2023. -

Erma was born in Bashaw, Alberta, to !
Frank and Lydia Mulzet on March 11,
1941. When she was 17, she moved to B
Edson, Alberta, to live with her sister,
Angie. This was where she met her future
husband, Alex. They were married on
November 19, 1960, and built their home

and family over the following years.

Erma never missed an opportunity to
share her kindness and thoughtfulness with her family. She created a
welcoming home for all. Extending her kindness to the community,
she generously lent her culinary expertise to church events and
volunteered at the thrift store.

Her interests also extended to sports such as curling and
horseshoes, but her favorite was time with family.

Her last years were a struggle with her failing th, but it also
showed what a strong and determined person she was. She o
put on a brave face when it must have be most difficult.
will be dearly missed as a wife, mother, gr &ther sister, and
friend.

Erma will be lovingly remembered by her husb@nd Alex, daughter
Joanne (Scott) of Calgary, Alberta, son Bruce/(Dionne) K|In
Mississippi, and son Dale (Chinh) of Calgary, Alberta, as well as her

five grandchildren Braxton, Cohen, Makenna, Quynn and Ell. She
was predeceased by her grandson, Jake.

A Funeral Service was held at Sacred Heart Church @on,
Alberta, on Wednesday, December 6, 2023, at 1@, with lunch

to follow.

FOOTHILLS MEMORIAL CHAP
A Division Of The Caring Group Corp.
Edson 780.723.3575 Hinton 780.865.123
www.foothillsmemorialchapel.com
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O T TR 7 ERS 754 Classifieds go online at www.weeklyanchor.com

FOR RENT

Glenwood Apartments:1 or 2
bedroom Furnished & unfurnished
units. No pets 7807125374 8/24
FOR RENT: 2 bdrm bsmnt suite, sep
entrance. Adult bldg. No smoking No
Pets 780-728-5917 .
Country setting basement suite. Only
5 minutes away from Town of Edson.
Private entrance and parking space.
non-smoking, no pets, unfurnished.
Ideal for seniors, small family, and
workers. $1500, Utilities included,
available immediately.

Call 780-728-0413 Dec26
Office space for rent, various sizes,
central location, ample parking call
780-712-9890

Commercial shop on 2nd Avenue.
1800 sq ft total. 1200 sq ft of 1800
includes storefront and bay with 14 ft
door and 600 sq ft of office space. Call
Wayne at

780-712-0660. TEN
Pine Manor Apt. 4102-6 Ave, Edson. 2
bdm includes heat & water
$1075/month. Damage deposit $1075
780-723-21770r780-728-3932 _tfn

FOR SALE

Empty residential lot close to main
street 7000 square feet immediate
possession $85,000. obo. call 780-712-
8048 TEN

HELP WANTED
Wildwood RCL Branch 149 is looking
for a cook to cater supper's on the 2nd
Friday of every month. Please drop
Resume off at the Legion Thursday -
Saturday from 1:30 - 5:00 pm or email:

rcl149@gmail.com phone: Coleen
Young 780-515-1954 Tammy Pelkey
780-325-2411 .
EYAEYO Cleaning Services Ltd: Looking
for 2 Cleaning Supervisor with
NOC62024. Wages $24.10 hourly.
Resumes: eyaeyo.cs@yah00.com _dec31
Wildwood Legion Bottle Depot is
hiring bottle sorters. Forklift experience
would be an asset. Please drop resume
off at the bottle depot on Tuesday -
Saturday from 11:00 - 5:00pm or email
torclbr149@gmail.com .
Wildwood Legion is looking for a bar
Steward to work in the Tavern.

Please drop a resume off at the legion
Thursday - Saturday from 1:30pm -
5:00pm or email: rclbr149@gmail.com
Front Desk Clerk/Housekeeper Part-
time casual position - Edson Alberta.
Seeking a qualified Front Desk |
Housekeeper for a motel in Edson,

Alberta. Duties include managing
guest reservations, conducting guest
check-in and check-out procedures,
processing payments, and performing
laundry/housekeeping services.
Compensation: $18 - $20 based on
experience. Full posting can be found
at: https://tinyurl.com/edsonmotel If
interested, please submit cover letter
and resume to:

copper4point@gmail.com

SERVICES

RMT massage now avail in Uptown
Yoga (downtown Edson). Deep tissue,
relaxation, hot stone, cupping & more
Direct Billing available.
http://www.goodvibesedson.com J16

nov13

AWNA Blnket CLASSIFIEDS

CHURCH
DIRECTORY

Auctions details. 1-800-282-6903 Ext  Community Newspapers. Services www.accesslegalmjf.com.
MEIER FIREARM AND 225; www.awna.com. Call THIS NEWSPAPER CRIMINAL RECORD? Why ~ Wanted

SPORTSMAN AUCTION,  Career Training now or email suffer employment/licensing  CASH PAID FOR GOLD,
Saturday December 16, GET YOUR MESSAGE classifieds@awna.com for  loss? Travel/business SILVER & PLATINUM!

10AM Rifles, Shotguns, SEEN ACROSS Alberta. details. 1-800-282-6903, opportunities? Be Buying coins, collections,
Ammo., Hunting Supplies. ~ The Blanket Classifieds or ~ 780-434-8746 X225. embarrassed? Think: 999 bullion, bars, ingots,
4740 57 ST Wetaskiwin. Value Ads reach over www.awna.com. Criminal Pardon. US entry  jewelry, nuggets, sterling, old
Consignments accepted up 600,000 Alberta readers Feed and Seed waiver. Record purge. File  money. PURCHASING

to sale time, Free Pickup. weekly. Two options starting WE BUY DAMAGED GRAIN  destruction. Free ENTIRE COIN

Visit www.meierauction.com
PH 780 440-1860.

at $269 or $799 to get your
message out! Business

- Heated, Mixed, Tough,
Light, Bugs, Spring

consultation. 1-800-347-
2540.

COLLECTIONS! Call Todd
1-250-864-3521.x

EDSON

BETHEL PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH

6350 - 13th Ave., Edson. Phone
723-3007

Pastors John & Roberta Greiner:
Heather & Daniel Greiner

Sunday service: 10:30 am
Morning worship

EDSON ALLIANCE CHURCH
5525-2nd Ave., Edson

Ph: 723-5776 Pastor Bryan Walter
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 10:45
a.m. Worship Service
Wednesday: 7 p.m. Prayer
Meeting.

EDSON BAPTIST CHURCH
4719 - 9th Ave., Ph: 723-3982
Pastor Mesh Hit

Sunday Services: 10:00 a.m.
EDSON MENNONITE CHURCH
6212 - 13 Ave, Edson

Office hrs: Tues 9am-1pm

Office phone: 780-723-4992
Pastor Tyson Moerike

(Call or text 403-966-4705)
Sunday worship - 9:45
EDSON-PEERS CHRISTIAN
REFORMED CHURCH

4633-7th Ave., Edson

Ph: 723-5242

Pastor: Ryan Hoogerbrugge
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Edson -
Nursery provided Sunday School
EDSON SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CHURCH

1133-55 St. Edson - Ph: 723-5490.
Saturday Morning Service at 11:00
a.m. Sabbath School at 10:00 a.m.

Aviation changes, hiring, items for Thrashed....Barley, Wheat,
BLANKET THE PROVINCE  sale, cancellations, tenders, ~ Oats, Peas, Flax, Canola. Eg;g%ﬁ{ggﬁﬁ:‘hu"‘;”
with a classified ad. Onl etc. People are increasingly ~ "On Farm Pickup”. Westcan * 222 ® ® ® 222 28 ® ¢ 202 s®®2e s st ® 2?1214 Edson Drive Edson AB

' ayinghomeand relyon ~ Feed & Grain 1-677-250-  ° — —— Phone: 723-3418
5269wk (based on 25 h / |g | ) f 5952 s R s F s FAMILY OF FAITH CHURCH
words or less). Reach eirlocal newspapers for : 46372 St., Edson (formerl
almost 90 weekly information. KEEP people in  ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: HOE IKEPAIR OHOP FOR OALE Glenwood Hall), Te(|eph0ng; 780-

517-7558

Sunday: 10:00 am - Coffee and
Donuts; 10:30 am - Morning
Service

Pastors: Pastors John and Ingrid
Huizing vfm@shaw.ca

Buying Oats, Barley, Wheat,
Canola, Peas, Screenings,
Mixed Grains. Dry, Wet,
Heated, or Spring Thresh.
Prompt Payment. In House

Very Busy Shoe Repair Shop in Spruce Grove, AB.
Specializing in all Safety, Work and Cowboy Boots.
I » Must see to believe, how busy this shop actually is. I
I » Will teach, coach and advise shoe repair business. I

newspapers. Call NOW for  the loop with our 90 Weekly

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND CLAIMANTS

» Possibility to develop multiple Shoe Repair Shops. HOLY TRINITY
Trucks, In House Excreta , \ (An Anglican/Lutheran Faith
Estate of: Cleaning. Vac Rental. 1- Call George at 780.819.3777 to discuss potential. Community)
MARY KAMINSKI, 888-483-8789. ANy EEE W e 10, 1a3-4dd0
who died on July 15, 2023. Health secssessseesseeese e e s 0000 | oenicesat 1) am Sunday
) ) ) HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. mornings):
If you have a claim against this estate, Other medical conditions BROAD REACH atan AFFORDABLE PRICE gtﬁezr%i’g%ntﬁ@ilnagt 253 50th St
you must file your claim by: causing TROUBLE Ad ve rt i se 3rd and 4th Sundays at Grace
January 22, 2024 WALKING or DRESSING? A . Building 407-Tth Ave.;
. . . The D|Sab|l|ty Tax Cred|t ProVI nce-Wlde 5th Sunday-callfor Iocgtlon. )
with: Patrick Dolphin, with a combined Please phone for other information.
. L allows for $3,000 yearly tax | %" a< THE NEW JOSHUA
Barrister and Solicitor, at circulation of
L0 credit and $30,000 |ump over 650,000 for only... GENERATION FELLOWSHIP
833, 4445 Calgary Trail NW, INTERNATIONAL
sum refund. Take advantage /
Edmonton, Alberta T6H 5R7 f this offer. Aooly NOW: Ask about the plus GST 4911 B 3rd Avenue, Edson, AB
ot this offer. Apply UV, Value Ad Network Sunday Worship at 2:00 p.m;
If you do not file by the date set out above, the quickest refund Nationwide: Alberta Weekly N Associati Fellowship after service.
estate can lawfully be distributed without regard Expert help. 1-844-453- tollef:; 1_;%0{'2;;2';%’39;3 25‘5""3""“ ‘[ ﬁevi No;eg;)i ggg%fggb§enior
to any claim you may have. 9372, email classifieds@awna.com Alberta astor, £6U-o0U-U490;
or visit your community newspaper () Weekly Newspapers noemi_sogocio2006@yahoo.ca
on SACRED HEART CATHOLIC

CHURCH

4803 - 6th Avenue, Edson
Telephone: 723-3661.

Pastor Father Thomas Basani
(SAC)

Mass: Saturday: 5:00 p.m. Sunday:
10:00 a.m.

Call office for weekday Mass times.

'W hat’s happening, when and where in the community

the Peers Mulitiplex Curling crafts and hot chocolate
and cookies. Free event but please register your family
in advance at www.yhcounty.ca/registeration

Family Time: Join us on Wednesdays for some indoor
fun. Programs run from 10:30AM -12:30PM. Locations

are Marlboro Community Hall December 6. Peers CARROT CREEK, NITON

Multiplex Jan 12, Feb 9, March 8, April 12: Join Trail Hall for JUNCTION & PEERS
December 10: Join us for an evening of Christmas potluck suppers for more information call 780-728-5641 EQEFOCESCHITEEK CHRISTIAN

music at 7:00pm at Holy Trinity Church 4407-7ave
Refreshments to follow. Silver collections at the door.
For more info contact Sheryl at 780-723-4026
December 13: Program is for ages 0-5 must register
www.yhcounty.ca/registration

December 13: Seniors and Community Appreciation
Christmas Dinner. 10am-1pm Limited seating inside

Every Thursday: Seniors Chair Yoga Free. 10-11am
Leisure Centre Hospitality Room.

First Wednesday of Every Month: Senior's Recycling
Day. Between 10 am and 1 pm, senior citizens are
welcome to visit the depot for snacks and refreshments
while their staff unloads your sorted recyclables free of
charge.

Pastor George Stone

Ph: 795-2132 Church in Peers, Ab
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:30 a.m. Non-
denominational - Everybody
Welcome!

COMMUNITY COWBOY
CHURCH

Niton Junction Hall Tuesdays, 7
p.m. 780-712-3502

Take out available at the Recycling Depot call 780-723- SEEEQEROVE UNITED
4002 for more information. . Niton Junction - Ph: 795-2568
December 14: Nite Owl Sale in Edson We are proud to support community events | | surceyServies

January 4: Family Winter Fun Days. Skating Party in EVANS‘?V?L%%%'ETI‘)’WSTLE
Evansburg at the Pembina Rec-Plex 1-3PM There will T

be skating (helmets and skates required) crafts hot e N LE COMMUNITY
chocolate and cookies. Free event but please register Pastor - Micah Brookhart Office:
your family in advance at éﬁ%gg -Szcshzo%I 9:30 a.m. Sunday
www.yhcounty.ca/registeration Helmets and waivers Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
are MANDATORY for everyone including adults.

January 5: Family Winter Fun Days. Curling Party at
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